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Boosting
confidence
on the air

Ac o n f i d e n c e -
building course,
which uses the

medium of radio to
help young people,
could be facing the axe
as a result of cuts to IW
Council funding.

The 4Ps course (presenta-
tion, promotion, production
and podcasting), which
teaches 11 to 19 year olds
the basics of broadcasting, is
a council-funded youth
scheme and currently only
has funding secured until
next March year.

The course, run by
Newport-based Vectis Radio,
helps to build confidence
and communication skills in
its students.

Ian Mac, course leader
and Vectis Radio founder,
said: “Radio is all about
communication. The confi-
dence boost this course gives
to the young people is
incredible.

“We have helped 32 young
people in the past 12 months
and the programme is grow-
ing year on year. If you take
that money away, that’s 32
young people who won’t be
able to benefit from this
course.

“This course massively
makes a difference to the
people who come through it.

“We have students who
are now presenting their own
shows. We teach them every-
thing they need to know
about radio.

“They make promos,
record shows, take part in
live debates; basically
become a part of the radio

station.” The course had a
three-year funding contract
from the council’s Youth
Offer programme, which
comes to an end on March
31.

Robert Clark is an ex-stu-
dent of the 4Ps course, who
now hosts his own show at
Vectis Radio, called Chip’s
Dance Hall Show.

Ian said: “Robert is living
proof of what this course can
do. The comparison from
how he was when he first
came to us and how he is
now is incredible.”

Robert joined the course

in November 2014 with a
lack of confidence and limit-
ed communication skills.

Ian said: “When Robert
joined us, speech was a day-
to-day problem for him.

“He wouldn’t have been
able to come into a studio
and produce a show like he
does now. He comes in by
himself and records a show,
produces it and puts it out
on the air, all without any
help.

“Listening back to some of
the early recordings we did
with him, it was hard to
understand what he was talk-
ing about, now he is clear
and confident.”

Robert, 20, said: “This
course has helped me in a lot
of ways. Radio is the career I
want to get into.”

Vectis Radio, which is
located at the Riverside
Centre, Newport, is not too
far for Robert, who lives in
Arreton.

“I get here by bus,” he
said, “but when I am a
famous radio DJ, I will be
getting here by helicopter.”

Ian said a number of
youngsters who had prob-
lems with confidence that
affected their ability to com-
municate had benefitted
from the course.

“I am not a speech thera-
pist, I’m not a doctor, all I
have done is introduce these
kids to a part of the enter-
tainment industry and it has
really worked. The confi-
dence boost is incredible,”
he said.

“You can’t put a price on
that. It is the best feeling in
the world watching someone
grow with confidence.

Jason King, 17, preparing for his broadcast at Vectis Radio. 
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“We had a 23-year-old on
the course who didn’t talk
until he was five years old.
When he first joined, he had
so little confidence that every
time he came in, I thought he
was going to burst into tears.

“Within a month, he was
producing his own shows and
now he has moved out of his
parents’ house and has got a
job and is living a decent
life.”

Currently, Vectis Radio is
only available online, but the
organisation has applied for
a community FM licence to
broadcast on the air.

The station has been
broadcasting since 2010,
founded by Ian who had
previously worked for IW

Radio for 16 years.
Ian said: “The station is a

proper community radio sta-
tion giving people of all abili-
ties the opportunity to
broadcast.”

The Vectis Radio training
school, which runs the 4Ps
course, is located at the radio
station itself, giving the stu-
dents direct access to a work-
ing radio station and a view
of what it is like behind-the-
scenes.

Ben Newman, 19, of Ryde,
has been on the course since
January. He produces his
own music, which he broad-
casts on the radio.

Ben said: “It gives my
music some purpose. Before,
I was making it but nobody

was hearing it.
“I don’t know if people

like it or not, I just put it out
there. I don’t like a lot of
music that comes out these
days.”

Ian said: “He doesn’t like
today’s music, so makes his
own. Brilliant.”

Jason King, 17, of East
Cowes, has only recently
joined the course and on his
first day, he had to put
together a playlist to go out
on the radio.

He said: “I have always
been into music and definite-
ly want to work in radio.

“I love a bit of grime (a
music genre) but it is hard to
find a decent tune with no
swearing in it.”

With the funding the sta-
tion currently receives, Vectis
Radio is able to offer the 4Ps
course free of charge.

It is also offered to those
up to 25 years old with addi-
tional needs.

However, Vectis Radio is
hoping to expand the course
to older people.

Ian said: “There are a lot
of older people who struggle
with communication and
confidence too and this is a
really good way to develop
that.”

However, without secure
funding, the future of Vectis
Radio’s 4Ps course is
unclear.

Vectis Radio founder Ian Mac, right, explains the finer points of radio
broadcasting to Ben Newman. 0516-R60001

Above, Ben Newman,
who produces his own

music to play on his
Vectis Radio show.

0516-R60000

A poster for the 4Ps
project run by Vectis

Radio.
CONTRIBUTED

❛Radio is all about communication. The confidence
boost this course gives to the young people is

incredible.❜
– Ian Mac, Vectis Radio
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